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August 24th.
performances on the

Usually, we only see

Despite being small,

Before returning to work after a long summer vacation, some ALTs en-
joyed the Noryo Fireworks Festival at Noyama Kita Park Sports Field on

it still was a fun and busy festival. There were
stage all day long, allowing us to enjoy everything

from hip-hop dance to even kickboxing and karate shows.

live music at festivals, so it was so interesting to

see dancing and parts of Japanese culture instead! Surrounding the venue were various stalls of
food and games. Instead of the usual festival foods from Washington or California like corndogs
and deep-fried food, there was yakisoba and grilled meat skewers. The saucy yakisoba was so
delicious and gave us so much energy to enjoy the festival.

During the fireworks, we were in awe of the beautiful colors lightning up the night sky. We have
fireworks at the end of festivals back home too, but here, the community of Musashi-Murayama
made it feel so special. Everyone was so cheerful and kind to us, and many of our students even
came up to talk. Even though the night ended in rain, this festival was still the perfect way to fin-
ish out summer vacation.
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