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In November, I had the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful fall scenery
at the Fujikawaguchiko Autumn Leaves Festival in Yamanashi. There, I
had the chance to see the iconic mountain up close and surrounded by
crimson leaves. Due to the cloudy weather, it was difficult to see the
mountain in its entirety at the festival. But its presence alone was

enough to feel its beauty and strength. Trees covered in red and
orange were scattered throughout the town, a reminder of the cool and crisp fall season. The colors
were especially vibrant in the Maple Corridor, a side street completely lined with maple trees.
Near the corridor were various vendors selling handmade goods such as tableware, sake glasses,
and jewelry. At night, the scenery shined even more as lights illuminated the area. One of the
first things many foreigners think of when it comes to Japan is Mt. Fuji. It's a symbol known all
around the world for its impressive image. For some of us, Mt. Fuji resembles parts of our homes.
One mountain it closely represents is Mt. Rainier in Washington, USA. Standing 4,392 meters high,
Mt. Rainier is a symbol of Washington state. It can be seen from across the state and is held
closely in the hearts of the people who reside there. As someone from Washington, when I look
at Mt. Fuji, it reminds me of where I came from. Even over 5000 miles away, the mountain makes
me feel at home.
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