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Japan’s modern cultural landscape is richly woven from centuries-old traditions, rang-
ing from the stunning architecture of the towering temples in Kyoto to the
delicate beauty of the pottery in Bizen. But perhaps what most intimately weaves

together craft and culture is Japan’ s iconic clothing: the kimono.

Recently, I began studying kimono and, in November, had the honor of participating in
an event where kimono styles from all around Japan were displayed and admired.
Kitsuke students donned their favorite ensembles and walked across the event hall

stage, displaying the artistry and creativity involved in this craft. I had the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to participate by donning my own kimono and walking in the show alongside other students.

The warm welcome and kimono knowledge I received from teachers and fellow students helped dispel the cultural
barriers and made me feel welcome to partake in this unique art form. This event showed just how fun and exciting it
can be to engage with Japanese culture, especially as a foreigner.

Because of the complexity of the rules around kimono, many foreigners may be embarrassed to wear clothing that
was not shaped by their culture for fear of committing some faux pas.

However, while the kimono is of course steeped in centuries of traditional Japanese cultural influence, it is fashion at
its core, and fashion is something that is globally understood. Events like this one help show how fun traditional
Japanese fashion can be and, through common sartorial elements, invite foreigners to enjoy Japanese tradition and
foster a sense of unity among global cultures.
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