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Recently, | took a trip to Fukuoka during the spring vacation. There, | enjoyed delicious regional

dishes such as Hakata ramen, motsunabe and mizutaki. In the evening, | visited the city’s iconic

M) } HnNilr yatai, which reminded me of the hundreds of market stalls set up in London'’s bustling Camden
Market. | also had the chance to speak with some friendly locals, and this cosy, intimate setting

felt similar to many of the family-run pubs and restaurants found throughout the UK. In the charming city of Yanagawa,
| admired beautiful cherry blossoms and other gorgeous flowers in full bloom while drifting down the namesake river on a
canal tour. The kind boatman told interesting stories about the history of the area and recited nursery rhymes written by
famous Yanagawa-born poet Hakushu Kitahara as he rowed along gently using a long bamboo pole. Around 10 years ago,
| took a boat tour on the river Thames in Oxford. However, the stunning natural scenery of Japan in springtime made this an
even more special and memorable experience. In my opinion, Fukuoka could be compared to the port cities of the UK such
as Liverpool, home of the Beatles, as both have a distinctive character and are known for their sociable and welcoming
residents. It is always a pleasure for ALTs to experience the food and culture that shape an area’s identity, and we are delighted
to attend and participate in the unique events and customs observed around Japan.
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